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Writer's heart bleeds!

Who has the control over us?
Did your eyes get tired?
Did someone cuff your hands?

Who is restricting your pens?

The papers were burned
Some hearts were burned with it

Some mouths started hauling

It hurt someone’s year.

B Sneha Rose
(BSc Psychology)
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Social

Media:

The Fourth Pillar of Democracy

India, as we know, is the world’s
largest democracy with over 1.3 billion
people living together in a nation so
diverse, multi-cultural, multi-linguistic
and even multi-religious. How can a
country like India even function despite
such divisions? India has always upheld
the meaning of democracy; it gives
people their voice, their right to vote in
free and fair elections, as established
by the constitution.

In such a society, free-speechis a
pre-requisite, without free-speech, there
would be no free exchange of ideas, no
debates regarding important issues and
ultimately would lead to autocracy.
Therefore, it is essential to maintain
platforms where free speech can be
practised, this brings us to the topic of
social media, and social media is a
powerful online platform where
information can be passed in to the
internet.

Why do we call it the fourth pillar
of democracy? We already know that
the three basic concepts of democracy
are liberty, equality and fraternity. These
three concepts provide the foundation
for any working democracy, but in the

rise of the new era of technology, social media
has transformed itself into being one of the
main platforms for exchange of ideas. It thus,
becomes important that these platforms
provide as little restrictions on speech as
possible and allow people with different views
and prospective to exchange their views
online.

However, recently there have been
revelations about the operations of the social
media company Twitter, which was recently
published by a multi-millionaire called Elon
Musk. He was set on exposing the previous
ownership’s biases, which lead to the
censoring of accounts linked to the political
right in America. He released evidences to
the media through some journalists in the
media regarding this issue, which has gone
completely viral over the past a few weeks.
Now, we don’t know if the current ownership
of Twitter will do any better than the previous
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ones regarding the issue of free
speech, but it's certainly a step in the
right direction.

The governments throughout
constantly seek for ways to add
censorship laws to social media, they
threaten the social media companies
with bans unless it complies with their
narrative. Compare the situation of
social media usage by citizens of India
against China.

In India, people can criticize and
even had abuses against their
government officials. Whereas even the
slightest bit of criticism online in China
is removed immediately out of the
platform and the account would be
either be suspended or outright
banned. People in China simply can’t
criticize their government’s actions
online as all the social media

companies in China are under heavy
government regulations, they risk losing their
business if they don’t comply with these
regulations. China is an autocracy, and one of
their most effective ways of manipulating
people’s opinion is by social media. They spread
their narratives through social media for
everyone to see, and since there is no
opposition allowed in China, most of the
common people tend to believe those false
narratives that constitute a false reality.

It is hence of extreme importance to push
for more free speech platforms, be proactive
against censorship by large social media
companies and governments. That way we can
ensure that all citizens of the country are well
informed at the events occurring in the country
have healthy debates that lead to sensible
legislation that will actually make people’s lives
better.

Daniel Praveen
(BSc Microbiology)
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When the
books turn
into ashes!

There | stand in the middle of ashes
Searching for my identity

| won't find what | am searching

But there | found the identity to many

Burning to ashes.

Ashes that once belonged to someone
Floating around the field in a hurry
Trying to find its owner
Informing him that his identity is
Burning to ashes.

These ashes, won't crying loudly

A story of their lifetime

Yet every human watch them take

This last breathe and let them cry while

Burning to ashes.

B Sruthi Krishna
(BSc Psychology )
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The Protest

How fool the people are?

How can they easily haul at that?
The knowledge is packed in the sky
Burned! Burned! Burned!

While | get those ideas
All are destroyed in a sudden
How can someone laugh at it?

Burned everything at last.

Why people are not thinking

How powerful are those

Written by those precious ones

Knowledge is power

But now, Burned breathing Burned! Burned!

B Amrutha M. M.
(BSc Psychology)




Through the world of imagination
| walk alone

At the mid of night

Thinking about the past

| can’t express my feelings
That stuck to my mind

My eyes go wet

They keep moving around

The whispering of wind
Rushes out as ears

At the time of cool

Felt comfort and relief

Hoping the best is fine
But no way to wait
Keep going forward
Better days are coming

Love, like laughter
Makes life precious

Loneliness is painful
Making merry is awesome

Amritha Raj
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